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(57) Abstract: A combination fishing device (1) of three compo- 
nents (2, 3 & 4) which can be interchangeably connected (5, 6, 10, 
1 1), these being a float unit (2), a berley cage (3) and a weight cage 
(4). The float unit (2) can be sealed with a seal (7) so as to hold 
air and can be located in one configuration at an upper end of the 
device with the weight cage (4) lowermost, and with a berley cage 
centremosL 


lS t Available CopV 


WO 02/067672 Al IUHUIininMIIBIUi 


For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 
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COMBINATION FISHING DEVICE 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to a combination fishing device particularly one that can . 
be useful for a number of applications. 

5 The art and sport of fishing requires a fisherman to consider many different 
circumstances and to adjust his or her equipment accordingly. 

My proposal is to provide compact devices, which enable a fisherman to use 
alternative techniques without undue difficulty. 

An object of this invention then is to propose an apparatus that will be of 
10 additional assistance to a fisherman or, at the least, provide a useful alternative. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

In one form of this invention there is proposed a float to be used for fishing, 
which includes as separable units a float unit, a berley cage and a weight cage 
where each of these have means to interlock one with another of the unit. 


15 


In preference the means to provide for an interlocking engagement include a 

- • • 

thread at one portion of a respective unit and a thread on the other adapted to 
receive with the threaded engagement, the other unit. 
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In preference, the float unit has at one end a threaded portion, and the berley 
cage has a matching threaded end adapted to engage with threaded inter- 
engagement the float unit, and the weight cage has at one end a threaded part 
which is adapted to engage either the threaded part of the float unit or a further 
5 threaded part of the berley cage. 

In preference, the float unit is a hollow member which has a membrane 
positioned across an otherwise open end and positioned so that the insertion of 
a male thread from either of the weight cage or the berley cage will, when 
tightened, engage and hold under sealing pressure the membrane with respect 
10 to a seat. 

In preference, it is the berley cage that is formed as a cylindrical item having at 
each of opposite ends a thread and having at one of these, a male thread and 
at the opposite a female thread and there being adapted to be held at the 
female thread end a barrier member which is adapted to be held in a barrier 
15 position by an inserted female thread from the weight cage. 

In this way, berley can be held within the cage but if the barrier member is in 
place, then this can keep the berley separate from entering a weight cage. 

Both cages, in this case in preference, are formed from injection plastics 
material and in the form of providing an inner hollow body and a wall having a 
20 plurality of apertures therethrough. 

In the rase of the berley cage, the apertures are chosen to be of an appropriate 
size to allow for berley to be perceived in water and, to some extent, release 
berley in some occasions. 
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The weight cage is intended to receive one or more weight elements such as 
lead balls and the fisherman can decide thereby as to the degree of weight that 
should be used in any particular case. 

By having these contained within a cage, however, water will be able to pass 
5 into the cage so that there will be no accidental flotation effect except, perhaps 
from the flotation characteristic of the plastic itself. 

By having then what might be termed a three piece unit which ran allow for 
interchanging of components to have these worked either together as a three 
piece unit or as a two piece unit with simply the float and the weight gauge 
1 0 being secured together, allows for a somewhat greater versatility for fishermen. 

In preference, the float unit has at an end opposite that to which it will attach to 
either the berley cage or the weight cage, an openable loop. 

In preference, the openable loop includes a tab which has an interlocking shape 
at its end, and there is a matching interlocking part on the body of the float unit 
1 5 so that the tab can be released or brought into an interlocking position. 

The significant advantage of such an arrangement is that this then allows for a 
loop to be formed around a fishing line without having to tie a knot in the fishing 
line. 

In preference, the interlocking arrangement includes a cylindrical member at the 
20 end of the tab being able to be inserted within a matching cylindrical shape with 
a slot within the body of the float 
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In preference, there is an interlocking tab arrangement also located at the 
further end of the weight cage. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


For a better understanding of this invention it will now be described with respect 
5 to a preferred embodiment which shall be described with the assistance of 
drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the combination device with all three units 
connected together; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the respective units; 
10 FIG. 3A is a cross-sectional view through the unit as shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 3B is a exploded cross-sectional view through the unit as shown in FIG. 
3A; 

FIG. 4 illustrates the interlocking tab arrangement to provide a fastening 
member which will be able to be engaged around a fishing line to allow for the 
1 5 float to slide therealong and; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the unit with the berley cage removed. 
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BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the combination fishing device 1 is made up 
of three components, a float unit 2, a bertey unit 3 and a weight unit 4. 

All of the articles are in this embodiment made by injection moulding of plastics 
5 materials appropriate to this application. 

Accordingly, the float unit 1 is designed to be able to be sealed so as to hold air 
and to be located at an upper end so that with the weight unit 4 lowermost, then 
the orientation of the float in the water will be in this upright alignment. 

The beriey cage 3 has a cylindrical shape matching both a lower end of the float 
1 0 unit 2 and the upper end of the weight unit 4. 

In each case as well, the means to interconnect these are provided by screw 
threads so that the lower end of the float unit 2 has a female thread 5 and an 
upper end 6 of the beriey cage 3 has a male thread which then appropriately 
screws into the female thread 5. 

15 In this embodiment, there is a member 7 acting as a membrane across a 
bottom area 8 of the float unit 2. 

This member 7 is held in a sealing engagement against seat 9 so as to effect 
an effective watertight seal of air within the float unit 2. 
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The lowermost unit 4 also has a male thread shown at 1 0 and this can variously 
either interconnect with a lowermost thread 1 1 of the bejiey cage 3 or it can be 
used directly by being screwed into the female thread of the float unit 2. 

What we have, therefore, is a berley cage that can either be added to or 
5 removed from a float weight combination and further, the float weight 

combination can be modified by the addition of selected amounts of weight or 
the weight cage can be used in addition to carry some berley. 

The loop arrangement, shown at 12, includes a tab 13 which is integrally 
moulded with the rest of the body of the float unit 2 but the tab itself is able to 
10 be bent and at the end of this is a cylindrical member 14 which is positioned so 
that it can be inserted with a sliding action into slot 15. 

Because of the lateral shape of the tab 12, any side deflection will be resisted 
by resilient characteristics of the plastic forming the tab but the shape and 
design is chosen so that some such side deflection is possible howbeit that 
15 there will be a returning force which, of course, will then keep the tab naturally 
in an interlocked position where the end cylindrical member is held in an 
interlocking position within the aperture within the body. 

The same arrangement exists on the opposite end of the weight cage. 

This then illustrates how the invention can be put into practice and from which 
20 can now be seen that this will provide a very convenient combination of parts 
for a fisherman allowing them several options in situations where the ability to 
make such changes quickly will be of great advantage. 
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The additional advantage of being able to provide a loop so that fishing line can 
be attached without the fishing line itself being bent or tied through a tight bend 
or otherwise overty heated, assists in maintaining integrity of fishing line and 
therefore an appropriate breaking strain for a selected fishing line. 
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CLAIMS 

t 

1 A float to be used for fishing, which includes as separable units a float 

unit, a beriey cage and a weight cage where each of these have means to 
interlock one with another of the unit. 

5 2 A float as in claim 1 further characterised in that the means to provide 
for an interlocking engagement include a thread at one portion of a respective 
unit and a thread on the other adapted to receive with the threaded 
engagement, the other unit. 

3 A float as in either of claim 1 or 2 further characterised in that the float 

10 unit has at one end a threaded portion, and the beriey cage has a matching 
threaded end adapted to engage with threaded inter-engagement the float unit, 
and the weight cage has at one end a threaded part which is adapted to engage 

■ 

either the threaded part of the float unit or a further threaded part of the beriey 
cage. 

15 4 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further characterised in 

that the float unit is a hollow member which has a membrane positioned across 
an otherwise open end and positioned so that the insertion of a male 1 thread 
from either of the weight cage or the beriey cage will, when tightened, engage 
and hold under sealing pressure the membrane with respect to a seat. 

20 5 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further characterised in 

that the beriey cage is formed as a cylindrical item having at each of opposite 
ends a thread and having at one of these, a male thread and at the opposite 
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end a female thread and there being adapted to be held at the female thread 
end a barrier member which is adapted to be held in a barrier position by an 
inserted female thread from the weight cage. 

6 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further characterised in 

5 that both cages are formed by injection moulding from injection plastics material 
and such as to provide an inner hollow body defined by a wall having a plurality 
of apertures therethrough. 

7 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further characterised in 
that the barley cage, the apertures are chosen to be of an appropriate size to 

10 allow for berley to be perceived in water and, to some extent, release bertey on 
some occasions. 

8 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further characterised in 
that the weight cage is adapted to receive one or more weights such as lead 
balls. 

15 9 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further characterised in 

that the float unit has at an end opposite that to which it will attach to either the 
berley cage or the weight cage, an openable loop. 

10 A float as in the immediately preceding claim further characterised in 
that the openable loop includes a tab which has an interlocking shape at its 
20 end, and there is a matching interlocking part on the body of the float unit so 
that the tab can be in a released position or an interlocking position. 
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A float as in the immediately preceding claim further characterised in 
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that the interlocking arrangement includes a cylindrical member at the end of 
the tab providing the interlocking shape and such that it is the this which is able., 
to be inserted within a matching cylindrical shape with a slot within the body of 
the float. 

5 12 A float as in any one of the preceding claims further charcterised in 

that there is an interlocking tab arrangement also located at the further end of 

* 

the weight cage. 

13 A combination fishing device comprised of three components, a float 
unit, a berley unit and a weight unit, the float unit being adapted to be able to 
10 be sealed so as to hold air and to be located at an upper end of the device so 
that with the weight unit lowermost, then the orientation of the float in the water 
will be in this upright alignment, the berley cage having a cylindrical shape with 
a diameter matching to be adapted to be joinable to both a lower end of the 
float unit and the upper end of the weight unit . 

15 14 A combination fishing device as in the immediately preceding claim 
further characterised in that the means to interconnect these units are provided 
by screw threads so that the lower end of the float unit has a female thread 
and an upper end of the berley cage has a male thread which then 
appropriately screws into the female thread. 
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